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s Note. Zhe observations were made as far as practicable when the influence of' the

wind was small. The bearings are True. The drifts are ine Nautical miles, shown

" on the chart by figures near the ends of the current arrows.
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12 SAILING DIRECTIONS

To enter Chesapeake Bay by Cape Henry Channel. Bring Cape Heary Lt.Ho. to
bear from Wy S.to W1 N and stand for it. Between. these bmu'mg.r there is not less than,
St tms. The channel betweer. Cape Henyy and the Middle Ground is about 44 miles wide. Lar{;e
class vessels working in or out mast beware of'the 34 fins. shoal. lving 34 miles Northwd. &
Eastwd. of Lape Henry Lt. Ho. Kegp the lead going after striking 12 (ins. The beach from the

Lt Ho. Southerly must not be approached nearer than amile. Whern inshore to the Southwd.

& Bastwd. standing to the Northwd. till Wi‘lb;uqhb_y.l Plawoods ranges with,or opens to the

Northwd. of Cape Heny, deepens the water into Cape Henzy Channel,and the bottom chang—

es from hard to sticky and sof't. Approaching trom the Northwd.& Eastwd. inshore, after

passing Smith's Id. Lt. Ho. keep it well open with the woods to the Southwd. keeping in not

less than 3¢ fins.to avoid Nawutilus Shoal Vessels making the land o the Southwd.of Cape

Henzy during a strong North Wester should not approach it nearer than 8 miles, as the ebb

tide then sets strong to the Southwd. along shore. Stretch well oft on the Fort tacks,and bring

Cape Henry to bear West. I'he woods of Snith’s Id. appear broken and uneven from a distance

seaward. when bearing from WAN. to W4 S:with. other bearings they appear evene and solid.

If bound into Hampton Roads, bring Cape Henry Lt Ho. to bear S. dist. 1 4 miles and

steer WN.W AW, keeping Willoughby's Lt. Boat a little dn the Port bow. It the tide is runiing

Flood, steer $ point more to the Southwd. if ebb ¢ point more lo the Northwd. As Old Pt.Lt. Ho.

opens to the Northwd. of the Lt Boat change course gradually for the Lt Ho. leaving the Lt.

Boat two orthree ships lengths to the Southwd. When the L. end of Rip-Raps is ore with

Sewall’s Pt. steer midway between the Rip Raps and Old Pt Lt Ho. for Hampton Roads, ared:

anchorin from 7 tod0 fims. Old Pt.Lt.Ho. bearing from N K. 3N 4o N B L. dist one two or three

miles. Moor with opere hawse to the Northwd & Eastwd. Keeping Old Pt.Lit. Ho. a little oper to
the Southwd. of the Lt. Boat dears the Tail of the Horse Shoe, arnd wheri within three or

Four miles of the Lt.Boat keeping it irnorange with the Lit.Ho. carries clear of the Southerr

edge of the Horse Shoe. When beating in the neighbourhood of the Lt Boat, beware of ' the

Thimble on the opposite side of the channel bearingfrom it N by B &N NE. trow Old Pt. Lt
Ho. E.by N. and Old Pt. Comitort Sand Hill Kast. :

If bound to Baltimore bring Cape Henzry Litto.to bear S.5.B.4K, dist 2 miles, or just
shat tro the beach to the Southwd. ot'it. Steer NN W3 W till Back R.Lt. Ho. bears SWhy Wtﬂmz
N4 H. course will clear Wolf Trap Lt Boat. The soundings decrease gradually in appﬁodﬁo—
ing the Horse Shoe,but:change suddenly on the W side ot the Middle Ground. If bound
into York R. the lead and compass must be the principal guides. Keep the Fort hand
going i, as on that side the Jaundmg.s dawemgrgdual@y but it is steep to or the side

B Y Y SRR e A R D A i g T e

Tommlytheﬁ'mlmnalftumfbr 1 than saili
tide runs strong and. there are cross tides. Bring, St Id, Lt Ho. to bearﬂdut 34 miles
and the W end of Smith's 1d.N. W4 W, dist. 3 miles bamg in 7 fins, water: S‘taev' Wit l‘eeping
the breakers on the Starbd. hand from ¢ to.amile dist. This course leads about nidway
betweere the Isaacs Breakers and Nawlilis Shoal crossing 15 (t. When ﬁuy s Prf thlVarthern
most point of trees in sight/ just opens to the Westwd. ol the N.end of * Fisterman's Id. haul
to the Northwd. and. steer with the Pt.a little on the starbd. bow (passing Fisherman's
ld. ¢ mile dist. onv the Starbd. hand)till  abreast ot' Butler’s Bldt, whern haul
to the Northward & Westward. Keep the lead yoing while passing through. Thereis ashoal/

of 11 t.on the range of B.end of Fishermans 1d.on with Wend ot the Isaacs. Entering N.
Channel from the Southwd. and Westwd. to dear the S.end of the lrner Middle, keep Riclh -
ardson's Howse (the nearest to Cape Charles with a poplar by it/ over and to the Bastwd. of'
the N.end of Fishermar's 1d. To avoid the North end. of'the lrner Middle keep the 5. Wend
of Smith's 1d. shut tro with the point of wood.s at Cape Charles.

Coming down: Chesapeake Bay bound into Hamnpton Roads to avoid the Thimble and
other shoal water on the Horse Shoe, bring Willoughby's Lt. Boat and the Rip Raps
range. It bound. from Harpton Roads to James R.keeping the S angle of I't. Monroe just
open to the Southwd. of' Old Pt.Lt. Ho. clears Hampton Bar, and the shoal water further up
Willoughby's Foint, just shut into the Southwd. of’ Sewalls Pt. clears the Southern edge of'
Newport News Middle Ground.

Bound up Elizabeth R.to Nortolk,keep Willoughby's Lt. Boat a little open to the Northwd.
of the Rip Raps,to clear the shoal between the Rip-Raps and Sewalls Pt, keep irenot less
thar 44 fins. as it is steep to. To clear Bush's Bluft Shoal keep Old Pt.Lt.Ho. a little oper to
the Westwd. of' Sewall’s Pt. till abreast ot Bush's Bluft Woods,when haul up forthe Lt. Boat
leaving it orthe Starbd. hand. A mark at night tor having cdeared the shoal is wherw
abreast of the broad clear openirng in the woods just to the Southwd. of'it.

.

DANGERS

The atterdion of mariners is particularly directed to the position., extent,and depth. of’
water on Smith's ld. and Shark Shoals and the Middle Ground. as shown by the chart.
There is a shoal with 16 1t. ENE. from False Cape dist. 1 miles with 53 fins. inside.

The Middle Ground commerces about 6 miles N.E.2H. from Cape Henrv Lit. Ho. gradw~ ¥
ally shoaling from seaward to 4tins. and extending to the Westwd. and Northwd. & Westwd.
up the Bay 15 miles. It.is very steep to on the Western: side, suddenly shoaling from
7 and 6 tins. to 18 and 16 1.

The Horse Shoe is a triangular shaped slmal makirg oul trom the shore betweert
Back R. and Old Pt. The Easterre extremily, called the Tail of'the Horse Shoe, is 94 miles
trom Old Pt.Lt.Ho. There is from g 1t. to 3¢ fims on the shoal.

Willoughby's Bank is @ narrow shoal oft’ Willowglihy s Ptoand the Rip-Raps, 24 miles
lony, exvtending L. NE. arnd W.5. W with from 6 to 13 1t.on it There is a channel ot'18 1t.
between it and the S. shore.

The Thimble is @ small but dangerous shoal with 10 and U ft.on the S.edge of the
Horse Shoe 23 miles E. of Old Pt. Sand Hill. There are 6 fins. close to on the S. side. A red
buoy with Thimble or it marks the shwal .

York Spit és about a mile in widtle with trom 5 to 18 1T, on it extending out Trom
between Mob Jack Bay and. York R. At 54miles from land  there is a spot with g t: at
6 miiles it deeperes bevord 3 tims.

New Pt.Shoal 4miles S E. of New Pt. Comtort 1it. Ho. with 16 1t. orit isd of a mile
long, and § wide, extennding E.N.E. arnd W5 W

The Inner Middle Shoals near Cape Charles are most dm'epﬁve and dangerouws.
They are 42 miles lonyg and frome one to 12 wide, the depth varyirg trome 3 to 12 rt.
It breaks on the shoalest part ondy with a swell sctting trom seaward .

Nautilus Shoal lies 2 miles S.by ELE. trom the b end of the Jsaacs. The point ;

of woods at Cape Charles on with Guy'’s Pt.is arange torit. There islott water on it.

NOTE
As the variatiore of the Compass is less than a quarter of a point-in the lower part of the
b’a_y,. the courses and bearings givere are True. The distances are in Nautical miles. The
soundings are expressed in feet to 18 1t. or within: the dotted surface, beyvond i i lims. and
show the depth. at meart low water—the plane of reterence. The characteristic soundings
only, are given on the chart, they are selected trom the ruamerous .mmull‘ngs takerin
the survey so as to represend the figure of the botton.
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5% 02™4623
5%03™ 288
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